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NEWS

Fire Stafion I3 ganers community

By Travis Hunter
LA -'T:H-I-J- LHIHT

Thee La Jolla community has stepped
up bo help renovate one of its fire sta-
tions and, if the support continues, the

facility may have much-needed improve-

menis completed by early next year,

La Jolla's Fire Stavion 13 on Mawilus
Street 5 in oeed of expansion and sever-
al improvements. Originally constructed
as a temmporary [acility in 1976, the sta-
tion remains in full-time use. Men and
women firefighters share bedrooms sep-
arated only by makeshift curtains

T he captains office at the s1ation is
little more than a corner of Uhe living
room, just steprs away {rom the television
and across the roam from the smuoll
kitchenette where firefighters eat their
meals and relax with the newspaper.
There are two bathrooms in a LOO0-
square-foot station semetimes oocupled
by eight peo

With a cash-sirapped city Fire Depart:
et in meed of new atations all around
the city, a replacemeni 5 oot likely 10
comee any time soon. City Council Presi-
dent Seott Peters, after a recent tour of
the facility, made it & priority to improwe
the existing stlation

Peters and the La Jolla Sunrise Rotary
Club, which has 1aken over the effort to
raize money for dmprovenients and ex-
pangion, hosted a fund-raizer at the sta-
Lion June 29,

“{Former Fire Chief) Jeff Bowman
said to me one day that the guys would

pﬁl’ffll'[{' IeIf T just came by for a cupof
Peters said. 1 was thinking.
“Wow, there's not much herel” They

asked me for 55,000 just wfix the
screens on the windews., | felt so bad ®

Peters called Trip Bennett, 1 La Jolla
architect who had done work on Peters'
home, w ask if he would take a tour of
the facility.

“Ithought I'd pet a free hour our of
Trip, get him vo take a walk around and
get his opinion on hew hard it would be

ST
Mzyor Jerry Sanders talks June 28 about Fire Statien (3 as Council President Scott Peters looks on.

o improve the place,” Peters said
Bennett did mueh mone than tale s
tour. He created and donated plans for a
renovabion that would create fotar individ-
wal bedrooms, renovate the exisiing bath-
rooms and add a new Americans with
[M=abilities Act-conforming bathroom,
sommiething the station currently lacks.
The plans also include the complete

support for renovation

remervation of the kitehen, the addition of
a new living room that would allow the
ol Living room o b wsed as a dining
area amd the creation of a separate office
for the caprains at the station The work
wiottld add abowt 450 square feet to the
facility

Pevers poked that Bennett missed his
initial appointment to visit the smation

“He masst have feli bad.” Peters said
"Look where ww ane now”

Bemnett is a member of the La Jolla
Sunrise Rotary and i3 heading the fund-
raising efforts. Bennetts sonis a fine- -
fighter in Bancho Santa Fe and the rest
of thes club members also had personal
mativations w help the firelighters.
sunrise Botary Club membser Jack
Morse's La Jolla home was destroyed ina
fire, and firefighters {pom Station 13
pulled Morse and his wife from the
Mames. Morse died as a result of his
burns, bt has wiles lile was soosl

Mayor Jerry Sanders, who also arrend-
ed the [und-raiser, said the heroizm dis-
played at the Morse home was st one
exampleof the risks lircfighters from
Stavion 13 take on a repular basis.

“What they did with the fire that hap-
pendd. that's erhar they do every day”
Sanders said "Risking their lives for
others is a part of the pb”

The Sunrise Rotary has ratsed more
than S100:000 woward their goal of

SO0, and an anonymous donor has

agreed to contribute 51 for every 52
raised by the club. The club hopes to fin-
ish raising funds by September and be-
gin the four-month construction project*
in 'October.

The Girelighters at Station 13 will pro-
vide most of the labor for the profect.

Newly appointed San [Mego FireSafe
ty Chiel Tracy Jarman was on hand for
the lund-raiser, She was impressed with
the turnout and the support the commmu-
nity has already shown for one of its St
taoms

T'm just amared,” Jarman said ~“Talk -
about innovative and creative. I'm really
touched, and we really appreciate the
COMMUNIty's support.”

Fotr more information call the La Jolla
Sunrize Rotary Club an (858) 5515222



